of Stercorarius pomarinus (Temminck, 1815, Charadriiformes: Stercorariidae) in Cananéia estuary, Southern Coast of São Paulo State, Brazil. Biota Neotrop. 13(1): http:// www.biotaneotropica.org.br/v13n1/en/abstract?article+bn00613012013
Introduction
Stercorarius pomarinus is similar to the other Stercorariidae, which frequently chase other sea birds to steal their food from them, thus being kleptoparasites. However, this bird also feeds on rodents, small birds such as the terns and even sea-gulls (Dunning 1992) .
This seabird reproduces in the Arctic region (Canada, Greenland and northern Siberia). It makes its nest in the Arctic tundra, laying 2 or 3 eggs in depressions in the ground, lined with grass (Olsen & Larsson 1997) .
S. pomarinus is a trans-equatorial migrant which winters in the Atlantic Ocean on the African coast (South Africa, Namibia and Angola). In the western South Atlantic it is considered rare or sporadic (Olsen & Larson 1997) . In Brazil it occurs mainly during its migratory flights (Sick 2001) .
In Brazil the first report of S. pomarinus was made, on the estuary of the Tapajós river, by Escalante (1972) . Olmos (1997) , observing the birds associated with fishing boats on the continental platform of the Brazilian south-east. Olmos (2000) suggest that this bird is more common than perceived at first sight in oceanic waters
Materials and Methods
The record of S. pomarinus was retrieved one of the census of project "estuarine bird", which is developed in the estuary of Cananéia, São Paulo (Figure 1) . Data collection for this project consists in conducting censuses in fixed points within the sandy bank southeast/south coast than was at first perceived. Pelagic seabirds are very common in Brazilian waters but there is very little study about this bird group. They are frequently represented by few reports, due mainly to the difficulties encountered in studying them. The lack of research and of specific funding for projects on sea-birds have resulted in a paucity of studies undertaken in the habitats of these species, giving the possibly erroneous impression of their rarity.
The region of the Cananéia-Iguape-Ilha Comprida estuary is important in terms of primary production. The productivity of this ecotope accounts for the large numbers of terns which feed here throughout the year (Barbieri & Pinna 2007) . The presence of the terns may have attracted the S. pomarinus, as this latter bird is a kleptoparasite (Dunning 1992). This latter fact was confirmed by two attacks of the S. pomarinus on the Thalasseus acuflavidus, observed on this same occasion.
